Commission Rejects Pipeline Proposal Ft-White Florida:
Full Article by Tony Britt from Lake City Reporter 09/18/09: http://lakecityreporter.com/articles/2009/09/18/news/doc4ab302f8c06ae349725114.txt
Columbia County officials will not allow a pipeline on its property which takes water from the Santa Fe River to a proposed water bottling plant in Fort White.

In fact, the commission has decided to write another letter to state level officials reaffirming the county’s commitment to the environment and local water sources by requesting that water bottling plants be prohibited from taking water from the Suwannee River or any of its tributaries.

Thursday night, county officials unanimously voted in favor or denying a proposal which requested the use of county property for a pipeline from Santa Springs LLC owner Stephen Cheeseman. The pipeline would carry water from the Santa Fe River to a proposed water bottling facility in the town of Fort White.

During the meeting Merrillee Malwitz-Jipson, president of the Our Santa Fe River environmental group, gave a presentation detailing how the local water tables have dropped in recent years and noted why she felt the commission should deny Cheeseman’s request.

Jipson wasn’t the only person at the meeting speaking against the proposal, as Levy County resident Barry Cannon and his wife Renada also spoke against the proposal.

“Don’t ever allow anyone to get your water because you can’t get it back,” he told commissioners.

Following remarks by the Cannons and Fort White residents, Loye Barnard of the Save Our Suwannee environmental group and Stewart Lilker, both of whom spoke against the proposal, commissioners unanimously voted in favor of denying the request.

“I will never, ever support a private pipeline going down that road,” said Columbia County District II Commissioner Dewey Weaver. “It’s just not going to happen. It’s not going to happen to Fry Road.”

Commissioners then reached a consensus and decided to send a letter to the Suwannee River Water Management District reaffirming the county’s position of prohibiting water withdrawal by bottling plant from the local rivers.
 

 

 

 

The owner of Santa Fe Springs, LLC. Mr. Cheeseman has proposed to the Suwannee River Water Management District an approx. 5 mile "pipeline" using Fry Road in southern Columbia County for a water bottling facility. It will connect a well head near Sawdust Springs (along the Santa Fe River) to an industrially zoned area of Ft. White via a 5 mile pipeline on Fry Road. And if a pipeline isn't bad enough the well station is to be located, according to Columbia County Comprehensive Plan Book, in an "environmentally sensitive area". 

For more explanation, please read the recent SRWMD Board Agenda items located on pgs 56-74 of the following link: 

http://fl-suwanneeriver.civicplus.com/Archive.aspx?AMID=39&Type=Recent 
The SRWMD has not officially responded to Mr. Cheeseman's request for modifications. The SRWMD is awaiting a letter from the Columbia County Board saying the pipeline would not be allowed if such a right of way type of permit request was asked of the County. 

Please note: Copy of such letter is posted on this webiste action folder under government tab. 5 Columbia County Commissioners wrote/signed back in July of 2007 against water bottling permits at that time. 

Gilchrist County Commission recently told the SRWMD, during their board meeting, to keep their interests in mind when the District accepts or denies water bottling permits in their county. The 5 member Commission does not want anymore water bottling in and along the Santa Fe River noting the importance of protecting their natural resources. 

On Thursday 09/10/09 Merrillee Malwitz-Jipson, President of Our Santa Fe River, Inc. (OSFR) will produce an impact map and speak on behalf of our members and concerned citizens.

 

